
Amphitheater High School • Canyon del Oro High School • Ironwood Ridge High School 

Amphitheater Middle School • Coronado K-8 School • Cross Middle School • La Cima Middle School • Wilson K-8 School  

Copper Creek Elementary • Donaldson Elementary • Harelson Elementary • Holaway Elementary • Innovation Academy • Keeling Elementary  
Mesa Verde Elementary • Nash Elementary • Painted Sky Elementary • Prince Elementary • Rio Vista Elementary • Walker Elementary • Rillito Center 

 
Amphitheater Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion/religious beliefs, gender, sex, age, national origin, sexual orientation, creed, citizenship status, marital 

status, political beliefs/affiliation, disability, home language, family, social or cultural background in its programs or activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 

groups.  Inquiries regarding the District’s non-discrimination policies are handled at 701 W. Wetmore Road, Tucson, Arizona 85705 by Anna Maiden, Equal Opportunity & Compliance Director, 

(520) 696-5164, amaiden@amphi.com, or Kristin McGraw, Executive Director of Student Services, (520) 696-5230, kmcgraw@amphi.com. 

 
 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Todd A. Jaeger, J.D. 

 

 

 

February 7, 2018 

Canyon del Oro Academic Decathlon Team Tops 

Regional Tournament for 17th Consecutive Year 
Piper Gray Breaks Record for Highest Score in the State, Second in the Nation 

 

TUCSON, Ariz. – Led by a record-setting effort by Piper Gray, the Canyon del Oro High School (CDO) Academic Decathlon 
team won their 17th consecutive regional championship on Saturday at Mountain View High School. Finishing nearly 
12,000 points ahead of second place Cibola, CDO’s score places them as the top seed in Arizona going into the state 
championship in March. 
 
Gray, a senior, scored 9,482 points (out of a possible 10,000), which is the highest score at an official contest in the 36-year 
history of Arizona Academic Decathlon. Earning perfect scores in both Mathematics and Science, Gray also earned medals 
in Art, Economics, Literature, Music, Social Science, and Speech. Needless to say, her score was the highest in the state 
and the second highest in the United States this year. 
 
Finishing at the top of their respective divisions, and also earning the top scores in the state in their divisions, were Carter 
Hollings and Zach Hobby. Finishing second in their respective divisions were Kailee Savage, Isabell Gray, and Javier Lopez. 
Finishing third in their respective divisions were Allienna Nezelek and Michael Cox. Jessica Sheldon also finished fifth in her 
division. 
 
In addition to numerous medals, the students on the team also earned 4-year scholarships to the University of Arizona, 
Arizona State University, and Northern Arizona University. 
 
The team will be working hard in the next month as they attempt to win a record fifth consecutive state championship. 
The Arizona Academic Decathlon will hold the state competition March 9-10, 2018 at Arizona State University West in 
Glendale. 
 
About the Academic Decathlon: 
In the Academic Decathlon, students match their intellects with students from other schools. They compete in ten 
categories, including written tests in Art, Economics, Literature, Math, Music, Science, and Social Science. They also write 
an essay on a curriculum-related topic, deliver both a prepared and impromptu speech, and are interviewed by a panel of 
judges. The 2017-18 curricular theme is “Africa,” meaning the students studied African history and economic 
development, the biology of infectious diseases, and also the artistic, literary, and musical influences of the region. During 
the course of a competition, students will answer more than 350 questions on these topics. Each team is comprised of 
nine students: three "A" or Honor students, three "B" or Scholastic students, and three "C" or Varsity students.  
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About Amphitheater Public Schools 
Amphitheater Public Schools has a long history of excellence dating back to 1893. Today, the District consists of 21 campuses and 
nearly 14,000 students. The district offers a demanding and rigorous curriculum, including instruction in fine arts and physical 
education at all grade levels. Students develop the skills necessary for success in higher education, as well as in today’s workplace, 
including creativity and innovation, critical thinking, communication, and collaboration. Learn more at www.amphi.com.  
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